A GRAMMAR of the 


propeMbimd* 7°!' when evei 7 letter has its 

accent n l 7 *£ n evei T f y»*Ue has its proper 

«SK^X“ s ' ifll vcr,!fication is chc fZ 


fJt SS « ±Sf ™r b "“ > »d n.!.. 

innumerable exceptions ^ SuchA^ * Y. t0 being lubje<£l to 

ihali hen- pro/uS S “ Ch h , 0we ' cr « 1 have red or forrned, I 

the former ^i!*V^ eS ^ 01mcd Ey affixing a termination, 
iiJdm, jff}« b L' S j con ?“° nl y accented, as cbUdi/b, 

firS’ S, *■* /®y«r, /«*4- 

eadical ifo, j b L“ t0rmcd b y,P«fla'4 a fy liable to the 

the vcVb i!', li ^ l - i4b,eS ’ “ ] i,lcl ? arc « once nouns and verbs, 
the noun on theTrmer rylIableTLT'l: ;T’ V 5 * 

Jii,U ’’ " 4 ««» 5 to c«ria, I {tmlr'alt 

«c™ o™! *2^22!“* ?N% '“ l! saw WM ,h* 

a , ./tv.- ;,!/, /evy,^.. ’ ' ' ° ,:cn h ave « on the latter fyllable ; 


Theft rules are not advanced as complcat or infalllbf* k 
poftd as ufefuL AJmoft every rule of every language has ’ 

erfification is the 1 fame ; . aild in Englift, a* in other tongues, mulch muft be 

* bf example and authority* Perhaps more and better m| es 

given that have e leaped my observation. ’ Cu / «e 


»*. **«*, «5?s 

/;v/T r ■ 5 v? ^ as a*;#- 

d A od ; . H1 /eT * as , m ^ as in 

A DfffiTlh hf 1 ^ as$ A f/ ’ accenc the former fy liable. 
Uiflyiiable nouns in er, as canker hat l h, t , P 

tile accent on the farmer fyH-able. 5 1 > 

f P‘ffy liable verbs terminating in a confon.int 

hibe fc-n-Yr^^ ’ -V^ ; or having a diphthong' 

SS a h * m t ' ■ *■** or end ^g i n two con" 

7 Si£ ; ha ' r \ rhe . 3cccnt on E,Ie letter fy liable. 

fv-T' ihle f , b C 7! nS 1 h? 7 nfi 3 di P hthon 3 in the latter 

S-t ’ 7 / T m ° nly thdr acc «* on the latter fyl- 

ijbh, as applaufe ; except words in *#, «>/«», *»«L 

4 * jT / jf 

A 7 ri ' T >'I ] abIes formed by adding a termination nr 
prefixing a ftUabfe, retain the accent of the radical 
word, as loyehncjs, tinder mfs, contemner , wtgonner, pj §. 1 

%>.«/»•, commending, cjjurance. ‘ " 

li'flyl'ables ending in as 

. <?/, » in as mention, accenc the lirfl.' 

firi rvll^i y '* UK ing in ce ' ent ’ and et *> accent the 
; > fc!e ’ as lOjtntenance, commence, armament, mmi- 

hL \ Propagate, except they be derived from 

Vw rds having the accent on the Iaff, as connivence, ac- 

{ : ah ' ’ 01 tae ni »ddle ly 11 able hath a vowel befor- 

£wo coidonams, as promulgate. 

\ 1 ■ Td !^] lables cndi ng < n j, as .Oz/l/v, 

‘ ‘ ^ -O' r hi tidy, com monly accen t the firlt ly liable " 

iz.lnfiyii.ifcles m re or le accent the fir ft fyllable 
as tegt Le, went re, except difczple, and fomc words which 
Ikxvc a politic n , as cxiinipls^ cp/jllc. 

r n* f't 1 fdlyJIabSe s m ude commonly accent the firft 
fyllable, as platitude. 

J j 4 ‘ } r, ?> 1 lilies ending in e/or or clour, as credtour, 
or having in the middle fyllable a diphthong, as ended- 

zcu/ \° l a tW0 cotlfonan ts> as dtmejiick, ac- 

cent the middle jyllable. 

rill'yllabies thaE have thdr accent on the laft fvl- 
Jabie are commonly French, as ecquiefce, repartee, ma- 
01 words formed by prefixing one or two fvl- 
Jabies to an acute fyllable, as immature, overcharge. 

1 1 A* nA i“ CS ’ or words of more than three fyl- 
laoles, follow the accent of the words from which they 

are derived, as arrogating, emtimney, incontinently, com- 
uicnaable , co ninth nh alien efs . 

17 - Words in ion have the accent upon the ante, 
pemilr, as fihdiion, perturbation , concoffion j word's in 

st gut ur Ffcr on the penult, as dcdiCdtoy\ 

7.' h' rd A Cr ; dir ‘S Jn . le comraon )y have the accent 
mi the hr lb ly[ ( ab.e, as amicable, tinlds the fecond fyj. 

labic ju', e a vowel before two confonants, as com- 

t> hjtlb i£ . 

1 9- ^ uros ending in ous have the accent on the ante- 

penult, as uxorious , voluptuous. 

, i0 * , Words e !?f ,ng in iy havc accent on the an- 
ceptuuJr, as uclivtiy. 



Versification is the arrangement of acertain 
ber of fyllables according to certain laws. 01 

The feet of our verfes are either iambick as d’ 
create-, or trdchaick, as holy, lofty. 

Our iambick meafure comprifes verfes 

Of four fyllables, 

Moll good, moft fair. 

Or things as rare. 

To call you’s loft ; 

For all the coft 
Words can beftow, 

So poorly ftiow 
Upon your praife. 

That all the ways 

Senfe hath, come ffiorr. Drayton. 

With ravifii’d ears 

The monarch hears. Dr y d$ n 

Of, fix, 

This while we are abroad, 

Shall wc not couch our lyre ? 

Shall we not ling an ode ? 

. Shall that hoiv fire. 

In us that ftronHy <_.]owW, 

In this cold air expire ? 

Though in the utmoft Peak 
A while we do remain, 

Amongft the mountains bleak, 

_ Expos’d to lleet and rain. 

No fport our hours ffiall break. 

To exerci'e our vein. 

Who though bright Phoebus’ beams 
Refrefli the fouthern ground, 

And though the princely Thames 
With beauteous nymphs abound, 

And by old Camber’s ftreams 
Be many wonders found ; 

Yet many rivers clear 
Here glide in filver lvvathes. 

And what of all moft dear, 

Buxton’s delicious baths. 

Strong ale and noble chear, 

1 ’ a 11 wage breem winter’s fcachcs. 

In places far or near. 

Or famous, or oblcure, 

W liere wholelom is the air, 

Or where the moft impure. 

All times, and every where, 

I he mule is ftill in ure. Drayton. 

Oi cighi, which is the ulual meafure for fhort 
poems, 

A* ld iaft my weary age 

Bind out the peaceful hermitage, 

The hairy gown, and mofiy ceil, 

VVhere I may fit, and nightly feel! 

Of ev’ry fta/ the- flty doth Ihewf 

And ev’ry herb that fips the dew. Milton. 

Of ten, which is the common meafure of heroick and 
tragick poetry. 

Full in the midft of this created fpace 
Betwixt heav’n earth, and fkies, there ftands a place 
Confining on all three ; with triple bound = J 

Whence all things, chough remote, are view’d / 
around, > 

And thither bring their undulating found. J 
J he palace of loud Fame, her feat of row’r, 
t'lac d on the lummit ol a lofty tow’r ; 

A thou fand winding entries long arid wide 
Keceive of ireflr reports a flowing tide. 
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\ thou fand crannies in the walls are made 
Nor gate nor bars exclude the bufy tr«di - 
’Tis built of brais, the better w diiruL 
The ipreading founds, and multipyt - * ’ 

Where echo’s in repeated ecno s \ la v • 

A mart for ever full ; and open night a*d day. 

Nor filence is within, nor voice exp.e.s, 

Rut a deaf noife oi founds that never ceafe , 

Confus’d, and chiding, like the hollow rure 
Of tides, receding from th’ miu.ted Inore i 
Or like the broken thunder, heard from iai. 

When Jove to diftance drives the roiling war. 

The courts are fill’d with a tumultuous din 
Of crouds, or iffuing forth, or eiitnng m: 

A thorough -fare of news i where fome cicvife 
Things never heard, fome mingle truth with lies . 
The Troubled air with empty iounds they beat, 
Intent to hear, and eager to repeat. Dry den. 

In all thefe meafures the accents are to be placed on 
even fyllables i and every line confidered by itlelfis 
more harmonious, as this rule is more ftnttly ob- 

ferved. 

Our trodiaick meafures are 

Of three fyllables* 

Here we may 
Think and pray* 

Before death 
Stops our breath - 
Other joys 
Are but toys. 

Of five* 

In the days of old, 

Stories plainly told. 

Lovers felt annoy. 

Of feven, 

Faireft piece of welformM earth. 

Urge not thus your haughty birth - 

In thefe meafures the accent is to be placed on the odd 
fyllables. 

Thefe are the meafures which arc now m ufe, and above the reft 
thofe of feven, eight, and ten fyllables. Oar ancient poets wrote 
verfes fometmics of twelve fyllables, as Drayton's Polyolbion. 

Of all the Cambrian fhires their heads that bear fo high, 

And farth'ft furvey their foils with an ambitious eve, 

Mervinia for her hills, as for their inatchlefs crowds, 

The neareft that are faid to kifs the wand'ring cloud?, 

Elpecial audience craves, oifended with the throng. 

That fee of all the reft negk&ed was fo long ; 

AUedging for herfelf, when through the Saxons pride, 

The godlike race of Brute to Severn's fetting fide 
Were cruelly infored, her mountains did relieve 
Thofe whom devouring war die every where did grieve. 

And when all Wales beftde (by fortune or by might) 

Unto her ancient foe teligrfd her ancient right, 

A conftant maiden ftill fee only did remain, 

The laft her genuine laws which ftoutly did retain* 

And as each one is prais'd for her peculiar things ; 

So only fee is rich* iu mountains, meres, and fprings. 

And holds herfelf as great in her fuperfiuous wafk, 

As others by their towns, and fruitful tillage grac'd. 


And of fourteen, as Chapman’s Homer. ^ ^ 

. j i mind of fech a man, that hath a 10 ^ 

Si « *“• * w " “ 

His purpos’d journey, jj diftract. 

The verfe of twelve lines, called an JknmA-im, is now only al- 
to diveifify heroick lines. . 

Waller was fmooth. bnt Dryden taught to join £ 

The varying verfe, the full- refunding m , f 

1 ll long nujetiick march, and energy d,me. ) 

The paufe in the Alexandrine mull be at the Gxth (yWMc. 

r r r i sn full .hies is now broken into a foft Ivrick 

° f ”* h ' «**“* ' !j “• 

She to receive thy radiant name, 

Seleils a whiter Ipace. 

When all fhall praife, and ev’ry lay 
Devote a wreath to thee, 

That day, for come it will, that day 
Shall I lament to fee. 

. r miVk and lively, and therefore 

^s*nHsr tte b ,v,,kh 

the accent reils upon every third fyllable. 

May I govern my paffions with abfolute fway. 

And grow wifer and better as life wears away. 

In this meafure a fyllable is often retrenched from the firft foot, as 
Diogenes fdrly and proud. 

I think not of I'ris, nor I'm of me. 

Thefe meafures are varied by many combinations, nfl lb«e^ : 
bv double endings, either with or without thyme, as m the heroic.. 

meafure. 

’Tis heaven itfclf that points out an hereafter, 

And intimates eternity to man* 

So in that of eight fyllables, 

They neither added nor confounded. 

They neither wanted nor abounded* 

In that of feven, 

For rtiltfcance I could fear none. 

But with twenty fhips Jiad done, 

What thou, brave and li&ppy Vernorti 
Haft atchiev'd with fix alone. 

In that of fix, 

'Twas when the feas were roaring, 

With hollow blafts of wind, 

A damfel lay deploring, 

All on a rock reclin'd. 

In the anapefiick. 

When terrible tempefts affa.il 

And mountainous billows affright. 

Nor power nor wealth can avail u:.. 

But fkilftil induftry fteers right. 

To thefe meafures, and their laws, may be reduced every fpeeies 
of Englife verfe. 

Our verfification admits of few licences, except a 
fynalcepha, or elifion of e in the before a vowel, as tb' eter- 
nal-, and more rarely of o in to, as paccept and a J y- 
twrefts, by which two fiiort vowels coalelce into one 
fyllable, as quejtion, fpecid ; or a word is contracted by 
the expulfion of a fhort vowel before a liquid, as a v’ rice, 
temp" ranee. 

Thus have I collected rales and examples, by which the Englife 
language may be learned, if the reader be already acquainted with 
grammatical terms, or taught by a mailer to thofe that are more 
ignorant* To have written a grammar for fuch as are not yet 
initiated la the fchools, would have been tedious, and perhaps at hft 
ineffectual, 
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